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TEXT:  Revelation 2:18-29  THEME:  A CHURCH THAT PREACHES A PIERCING WORD 
 
“To the angel of the church in Thyatira write:  These are the words of the Son of 
God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze.  I 
know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you 
are now doing more than you did at first.  Nevertheless, I have this against you:  You 
tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet.  By her teaching she 
misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to 
idols.  I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling.  So I will 
cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her 
suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways.  I will strike her children dead. Then 
all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will 
repay each of you according to your deeds.  Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, 
to you who do not hold to her teaching and have not learned Satan’s so-called deep 
secrets, ‘I will not impose any other burden on you, except to hold on to what you 
have until I come.’  To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will 
give authority over the nations—that one ‘will rule them with an iron scepter and will 
dash them to pieces like pottery’—just as I have received authority from my Father.  I 
will also give that one the morning star.  Whoever has ears, let them hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. 
 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 
Today we continue our series of services on “What Do You Want in a Church?” as we 
consider the fourth of seven letters to churches in the Book of Revelation.  As we look at 
these letters from Jesus Christ, we find the answer to what Jesus wants in a congregation 
of his believers.  From his letter to the church in Thyatira, we see that Jesus wants A 
CHURCH THAT PREACHES A PIERCING WORD. 
 
As you can see on the map, Thyatira is east and a little south of Pergamum, whose letter 
we looked at last week.  St. Luke tells us that Thyatira was the hometown of Lydia, a 
successful business woman and a convert to Christianity.  Thyatira was famous for its dyed 
cloth, especially a brilliant purple, and Lydia sold that much sought-after cloth. 
 
Here you see some ruins of the once prosperous ancient city of Thyatira.  The church at 
Thyatira was growing but struggling.  Jesus commended them because they were now 
doing more than you did at first.  The all-seeing eyes of Jesus recorded not only their 
many good deeds but also their service and ability to bear up under troubles.  He saw into 
their hearts and noticed the faith and love that were behind their actions.  Our congregation 
of believers may be sure that the Savior sees our faith and good works too, even when only 
our problems seem obvious to the world. 
 
With the same love, but with a warning spirit, Jesus must report the negative things he sees 
at Thyatira.  The good members needed to know and understand that Jesus opposed the 
false teachings and horrible sexual practices in which some of their members were 
involved.  Jesus begins not by rebuking the heresy and immorality, but by reprimanding the 
“good” members of the congregation for putting up with it.  I have this against you:  You 
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tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet.  Again, tolerating sin is 
committing sin.  Evidently, the practice of church discipline was just as distasteful to the 
early churches as it is to churches today.  Yet Jesus tells us here and elsewhere that it 
must be done.  The Jezebel (probably not her real name but a reference to wicked Queen 
Jezebel in the Old Testament who led the northern kingdom of Israel into idolatry and 
immorality) in Thyatira typifies church members who want the blessings they see in the 
church—a beautiful, comfortable place for baptisms, weddings, and funerals—without 
renouncing the sins they enjoy outside of it.  She was a member of the congregation, an 
influential one, who took for herself a teaching position as prophetess.  By her teaching, 
she tried to convince the congregation that her pagan attachments were compatible with 
her new Christian faith.  She tried to justify her immoral actions by involving other members 
in sacrifices to pagan gods and fertility rituals.   
 

The blazing eyes of Jesus that saw Jezebel’s sins will give way to judgment from Jesus’ 
burnished bronze feet.  This is a fearful thing.  Last week we heard that Jesus would still 
use his Word to correct sin in Pergamum.  But here in Thyatira, Jesus predicts physical 
punishment for the unrepentant.  Jezebel had already rejected the correction of the Word 
during the time Jesus gave her to repent.  The punishment will fit the crime:  Jesus says, “I 
will repay each of you according to your deeds.”  The wording in verses 22 and 23 
suggests suffering and painful death from sexually transmitted diseases. 
 

Yet grace comes at the end of the warnings.  Jesus preserved some in Thyatira who did 
not tolerate Jezebel’s teachings or involve themselves in her immorality.  But the believers 
in Thyatira and the believers at Trinity, Bay City, will remain faithful only if they hold to the 
teaching of “through faith alone.”  Jesus imposes only one “burden” on any Christian:  
“hold on to what you have until I come.”  This is an echo of what Jesus wrote earlier to 
the church in Smyrna, “Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as 
your victor’s crown” (2:10).  Faith is the only real burden anyone bears for Jesus, and he 
assures us, “For my yoke is easy and my burden is light” (Matt 11:30).   
 

Jesus adds that those who overcome the devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh do his 
will “to the end.”  This doesn’t mean that we never sin.  It does mean that when we sin, 
our faith responds to each new call to repentance, and new fruits suitable for repentance 
appear.  The lives of those who overcome will be characterized by doing God’s will—not 
finding excuses or ways not to do God’s will. 
 

“The one who is victorious” will be given authority over the nations to punish them for 
their rejection of the Word of God with an iron scepter and will dash them to pieces like 
pottery.  These words warn the unrepentant that, one way or another, Jesus’ will must be 
done. 
 

Jesus also promises to give “the morning star.”  Later in Revelation, Jesus says that he is 
“the bright Morning Star” (22:16).  So, this is a promise to give himself to his believers.  
The star is every blessing found in Christ:  forgiveness, victory, authority to judge the 
nations, eternal life in the presence of God.   
 

And once again, the church at Thyatira and we are urged to listen to and act on these 
words of our Savior.  Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.  May God the Holy Spirit cause each of us to take to heart these warnings and 
promises of Jesus, so that we can be the kind of church he wants us to be.  Amen. 


